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Acursory look over this 3. 500 square
metre (og acre) garden on France's
Mediterranean coast would instantly
remind any onlooker of the loeal vegetation
—the madguis {serubby. evergreen shrubs or
small trees) and the somewhat lower and
miote ascetie looking garrigwe ecosystems,

The planring iz bushy, o about head heighs,

with dense growehs of aromatic fotinge,
parches of bare gravelly ground, and & few
smaller plants in the gaps. The limestoneg
elitfs that overlook the garden help to set
the seene: this is a garden that is supremely
of its place,

"The elient was interesced in zero
ierimarion’ says james Basson, who runs
Seape Design with his wifie, Helen, and
who designed the garden in 3012, "and in
miking it oz relevant as posgible to local
landscape. They were very enthusiastic
about plants and keen for ug 1o try out as
wided range as posgible, James ook the
invitation seriously and used over 200
different varieties of plancs, sourcing as
mich as he could from the catalogue of
nurseryman Ofivier Filippi (see ppoa2g-
1) Somi eipht vears later he is very open
about the mistakes he felt he made, "1t
was an early parden for us, working wich
this type of vegeration, and our higgest
problem was that it was ex-agricultural
land, It used 1o be used for growing
flowers. It had been fed and treated for
penerations, and it was too rich.’ This is
the central paradox of Mediterrancan
zome parden-making. The most atcracrive
and extensive range of native drought-
tolerant plants are those of thin limestone
goils, the vegeration known ay garriguc.
"Oin a ferciie soil|, says Basson, ‘when vou
sturt planting 1 Meditermnean garrigue-
type landscape. everything just grows
oo guickly. Five vegrs into the project
wie pealized we had over-plantod by 5o
per cent. We had a lot of fosses of plants
competing with-cach other, and we had
1o massively prune stuff back.

Mo, much the wiser and with a string
of zardens in the region under his belt,
Basson has 4 refined strategy for planting
an irrigation-fres garden, You alnoest have

toovgrplant. B you put insmall planes
that will matore without competing
with each other, then it takes fve vears
o look prood.” Instead. he tries to devise
“a balance between plants that will be
more of less permanent, and those which
are crsentially remporary. Ideally, we
then maintzin the gardenin g dircetion
where it's elear what we will keep and
what can go,” Over time, the longer-lived
species will almost inevitahly displace the
shorter-lived ones, although the laceer
are often ahie to re-generare from seed,
Upright myrtle spurge { Fapborbio rigida),
o sprawling spring-flowering, lime-green
perennial, iz a good example of the lntrer,
It helps to create a sense of unity in

Les Cypres

the garden. popping up everywhere but
piving way to taller plants,

Planting in this garden involves
thinking in loyers; up to 3o centimetres,
Fo—Go centimeires, bo— 20 centimetres
{12 in; 12-24 in, 2448 ink with the
lowese layer becoming an underplanting
o the taller in some places, inothers
apening out to beeome ground cover.
The lowest iayer plays an impertant role
as an alternative th grass; thereis no
thirsty lewn here. The taller species are
often variznts on famibiar Mediterransan
plants: lavenders, species of roek rose
(CHtns) and Pidomis, and rosemary
all very good at filling space witha
mass of depse foliage that offers subtle
variations in o speetrom from dark preen
towhite-silver. Contrasting clements
are provided by a limived number of
species with rosertes of linear leaves,
such as Alperian deks (e unysdciwdaris), o

classic regional winter-flowering specics.

These are few in number hut make a hig
difference o what would otherwize

be a relative uniformity of leaf shape and
wisual Texrure.

97

There is uniformity but still comsid-
erable diversity, thanks to the boranical
enthugiasm of the orlginal planting
seheme. ‘MNow', Basson explains, 'we always
choose three or four plants for a garden
and use them widcly, so they are spread
throughouwt the landseape. Then we can
interplant with buge diversity . These
theme plants will also provide seasonal
continuicy, with  lower layver of species
that will change through the year,

The maintenance regime established
in the Arst fow years is erucial o the long-
torm success of the garden, Fortunately,
the Bassens have ot hand Alejandeo
Cr'Meill {sce ppoaz4-41 ) who runs
a local garden design and management
consultaney. 'He has 4 real eye for planes,
he ig very pood with clients, and he
communicaies well with che gardengrs,
We call them arcist-gardensrs, as we set
the svsteny and then give them o game oo
play. the opportunity to mianmgge creatively.
Alejandro makes sure everyone bs.going in
1 thoughtful direction, as we don't dictite
precisely. The result is whae Basson calls
i ‘dynoamie landseape’, which moy develop
in unpredictable ways. Pruning plays
an imporgant rofe. 1 used to'think that low-
maintenancs gardening did not invele
any pruning’, says Basson, ‘but Alejandro
isvery much into regulating the plant
eommunity through different wavs of
pruring, which gives the garden a good
apptarance in the summer, when there'is
moching in fiower and everyrhing iz hit
Bland ... I used 1o leave things looking o
it shagey. st he'll sculpe some and loave
nthers 1o he seruffy, so the whole feel
is of somewlere cared for” Occaszlional
replacement planting is forescen, and pare
of thie hudpet is kept back for 'refresher
planting every tew years,

It has been said char with gardens,
‘maintenance is halPof designt wnd it is
clenr from the way this ganden has
developed that chis is particularly true
of Mediterranean gardens that have
a high proporion of low, magquis-type
shrubs. Design and ongoing horticulture
are inseparable,
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